
BRANSGORE  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
May we apologise for the lateness of the last newsletter.  I understand that this was 
due to a technical hitch, and trust that this quarter’s letter will be on time. 
 
Two Parish footpath walks have been held and enjoyed by those who attended.  I 
believe that Cllr Lockyer is planning one more before the winter. 
 
Our Clerk, Mr C E Beattie, is to retire in October and we have appointed Mrs Sam 
Clarke to take over his role.  The Parish Office will become the registered office of 
the Parish Council and Sam will be there each morning from 9.30 am – 12.30 pm, 
Monday to Friday, unless otherwise engaged.  The office will be manned by Parish 
Councillors on Saturday mornings from 9.30 – 11.00 am. 
 
Money raised by the Village Quiz, on 8th September, will be put towards the cost of a 
‘Loop System’ for the hard of hearing, which has been installed in the village hall.  If 
those with hearing aids turn them to T, they should be able to hear much better.  This 
is why the cost of the tables has been raised. 
 
The sports facility on the School Site Playing Field will have had its official opening 
by the time you receive this letter.  It is a facility used by both Cricket and Junior 
Football teams.  Dogs are not permitted on this site. 
 
Keep a look out for posters for “The Titfield Thunderbolt” to be put on in the Village 
Hall in October during half term week. 
 
Please call into the Parish Office and let us know if your children would like Chris 
Packham to give a talk on “Jaws, Claws, String N Things at half term in February.  
We need to know how much support there is likely to be before we book. 
 
Could I please ask those who walk their dog on the playing field to keep to the edge 
of the field and to pick up any faeces. 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed a good summer break. 
 
COUNCIL MEETINGS – in the Committee Room of the Village Hall, all at 7.30 pm 
: 
 
Planning   -  first Tuesday of the month 
Amenities   -  second Tuesday     “ 
Parish Council  -  third Tuesday         “ 
 
No meetings in December. 
 
All Parish Council Meetings are open to the public 
 
Clerk to the Parish Council : Mr C E Beattie  01425 618679 
Mrs Clarke – Office number 01425 674155 
                                                                        SALLY OWEN 

Chairman   672596 



" THE BRANSGORE PARISH PLAN" 
 
The Countryside Agency gives advice and information on how Bransgore could 
produce a Parish Plan. The Parish Council has thus responded to this initiative. 
 
The Parish Council is  particularly keen to obtain  information from all residents on 
issues that concern them. We ask you to complete the enclosed questionnaire, and 
either e-you’re your response, or pop the form into our Parish Office in Oaktree 
Parade. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation. 
 

CLLR D. STODDART 
      
 
 
 
NEW FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
The Councillors for the Bransgore and Burley Ward can be contacted on the 
following numbers  
 
   Peter Greenfield         01425 654358 
   John Penwarden         01425 673637 
 
 
 
 
ST. MARY the VIRGIN with ALL SAINTS. BRANSGORE 
 
Both congregations are looking back with thanks on the ministries of Patrick and 
Helen – their leadership and guidance sorely missed. 
 
During the time of waiting for the appointment of a new Vicar, the Churchwardens 
are very busy with the day to day running of the Church and ensuring we have a priest 
in charge at all our Services.  We,. The congregation, consider ourselves very 
fortunate that we are enjoying the variety of ministry and teaching from local retired 
clergymen who are leading us through this period of waiting into a new chapter of 
Church life in Bransgore.  We are very much guided by the Bishop of Winchester and 
now expect the Diocese to advertise the vacancy of a Priest in Charge nationally 
during September, and hopefully we can appoint a new Vicar in October who will 
being his/her ministry among us about Christmas time. 
 
During the interregnum, please contact: 
 
Mrs M Longman – telephone 01425 672327 (Churchwarden) with any enquiries 
about Services, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals. 
 
You can be assured of a warm welcome at all our Services, but we especially want 
you to know about: - 



 
SUNDAY, 3rd OCTOBER at 10 am.  HARVEST – ALL AGE WORSHIP 
 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE – CHRISTMAS EVE at 4 pm. 
 
OTHER SERVICES  
 
ST. MARY’S 
Sunday:     8 am    Holy Communion (BCP) 

10 am   Parish Eucharist (CW1) (1st Sunday ALL AGE  WORSHIP)                                                                                   
               7 pm     Evening Worship   
 

Wednesday:      10 am   Holy Communion  (CW1) 
 
ALL SAINTS, THORNEY HILL 
 
Sunday:             11.15 am Matins on 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sunday in the month 
               Holy Communion (BCP) on 4th Sunday 
 
(BCP =  Book of Common Prayer,  CW1 = Common Worship Order 1, modern 
language) 
 
COFFEE BEANS 
 
Look out for a “new look” in Coffee Bean s at the beginning of  September, when the ���������	�
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������ � ��������������� �!�"�$#�%��&%(')�"*+�+, ,

 
 
       DEE MEAD 
       P.C.C. Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW FOREST DISABILITY INFORMATION SERVICE 
 
REMEMBER! 
 
You don’t have to use a wheelchair to have a disability!  We can help if you or 
someone you know is affected by:  a Bad back, Breathlessness, Arthritis, Diabetes, 
Dizzy Spells, Epilepsy, Walking/Hearing/Sight/Learning Difficulties, Stroke, 
Accident recovery, etc., and needs information or advice. 
 
The year 2004 sees the New Forest Disability Information Service celebrating its 5th 
birthday!  The Service was the first in the area offering free information and advice to 
people of any age with disabilities, their carers, family, friends and professionals on a 
wide range of issues, including :  benefit entitlement, equipment, transport, 
holidays, access, home adaptations, etc.  The charity is open 5 afternoons a week 
with a total of 16 staff and volunteers at fully accessible offices (within Leonard 
Cheshire), 16 Old Milton Road, New Milton, BH25 6DX.  Helpline 01425 628750. 



 
The Service has been awarded the prestigious Quality Mark from Community Legal 
Services and Dial Uks’ Quality Standard.  The Service has currently helped over 
4,500 clients with over 8,500 enquiries.  It has now exceeded the half million pound 
mark with regard to the amount of benefit secured for its clients. 
 
The Service also offers : 
 
Home Visiting Service:  To the housebound – generally for Benefit Form filling 
 
Travelling Service:  Visiting local clubs/groups to give an overview of what the 
Service has to offer along with question and answer session. 
 
Outreach: Offices at Hythe and Ringwood 
 
Village Links:  Volunteers within their own communities keeping folk aware of our 
Service by distributing literature into GP Surgeries, Libraries, Community Halls, etc. 
 
HELPLINE  01425 628750 
 
Enquiries for the Travelling Service/Village Links, please contact Kate Goldsmith on  
07909-868307 or 01425 623485 (admin line). 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with or contributed to the yearly house to house 
collection in the village during May of this year.  The collection and sponsored walk 
raised £2,107.90 – the best year yet! 
 
   BRANSGORE CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE, NAOMI HOUSE 
 
My thanks to Bransgore School Assocation for allowing us to have a table at the 
Summer Fair.  Our thanks, too, to all who visited our table – we were delighted to see 
so many. 
 
This is my opportunity to remind everyone that Naomi House is now 7 years old, 
and is holding its Annual Open Days – Friday 24th, Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th 
September and you are all invited to visit and see where the money goes that you all 
so kindly donate.  Don’t worry, there will be no sick children at the House during 



these open days.  If you want to come, please give me a ring and I will give you 
directions to get to Sutton Scotney. 
 

See Village Notice Board for more information 
 

If anyone has items they would like to donate to the Hospice, please let me know and 
I’ll arrange co llection. 
 
We hope to be having a stall at St Mary’s Church Christmas Fair and the Bransgore 
School Christmas Fair, so hope to see you there too.  Our Christmas Cards will be 
available from me very shortly. 
        SHIRLEY TOBIAS 
        Bransgore 673078 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
 
Minister – Rev. R. Clarke. BA.   Telephone:  673304 
 
The two memorable events of the summer must be the Flower Festival in June and 
the Open Gardens in July.  Over 500 people visited the Chapel during the Flower 
Festival Weekend, and well over 100 came to see the variety of gardens which the 
“Gardeners of The Methodist Church” opened to visitors!  
 
Over £1,000 was raised by these events, but the important thing in our eyes was that 
so many of you from the village and beyond came to the two festivals, and it was 
good to welcome you and chat about the gardens and the beautiful arrangements of 
flowers.  We all felt that we had something very much in common – the wonders of 
God’s Creation.  
 
We are looking forward to our Harvest Festival services on Sunday, 26th 
September, preceded by a Harvest Supper on Saturday, 25th September at 7.30 
pm.  Tickets available from Jean Pearson at £5 each - £2.50 for children.  (673122). 
 
Saturday 23rd October is our “Dabble Day”, when from 10.30 am onwards, a 
variety of “workshops” will be available for you to dabble in card -making, 
candlewicking, etc., etc.  Just come along on the day. 
 
We will be delighted to see you at our regular Sunday services, where you will 
receive a warm welcome, and at any of our activities. 
 
May God’s Blessing rest on you and yours.  
 
        ARNOLD MASON 
        Bransgore 672788 
 
 



BRANSGORE YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
I am pleased to be able to report on another successful 5-a-Side Tournament this 
year. We are so pleased that the success of our annual showpiece keeps on growing.  
 
This is very much due to the hard work of those associated with the Club and I am 
proud to be a part of it. Teams came from near and far to take place in this event and 
the feedback received by our Secretary, Lyn, was very complimentary. Once again, 
Lyn and Keith Wheeler had put so much work into organising the event and it 
showed. They deserve the praise. 
 
The Club would like to thank all those who helped over the weekend to include all 
the Parents and Grandparents who cooked, made teas etc. for the crowds that 
descended on Bransgore Rec over those two days. We must also thank the Bransgore 
Senior Teams who also helped with setting up the pitches and goals and also helped 
with the parking and other tasks throughout the event. Thanks also goes out to all the 
local shops for thier kind support in placing an advert in the programme and indeed 
to Sara Scaife for her hard work in organising the adverts and collecting the 
payments. 
 
I hope we can rely on your support again next year. This event is very important to 
the Club and we rely on its revenue to see us through the next season. Also well done 
to Fred Benhams under 14's who won their age group. Well deserved. 
 
You may also noted that another football event has come to Bransgore in the shape of 
the AFC Bournemouth Soccer School. This is of course due to our very own 
"superstar" coach, Russell Beardsmore. The response he is receiving from AFC is 
very positive indeed and can only benefit us here in Bransgore. Many thanks Russell. 
 
As the new season is now upon us please do come down to the Recreation Ground 
and cheer the Boys and Girls who are representing you village in the local leagues. 
 
Finally, I would like to welcome Phil Dupres who is to be the first of what we hope 
to be a crop of new Managers coming from the Bransgore Seniors. 
 

ARF SCAIFE 
Vice Chairman/Press Secretary             

. 
 

 



 
BRANSGORE FLOWER CLUB 
 
For our annual outing this year we visited Stourhead in Wiltshire.  The weather was 
perfect and Stourhead looked stunning in all its May-time glory.  A most enjoyable 
day out. 
 
Unfortunately the weather was not so kind for our June Garden Party, planned to he 
held in member Shirley Case’s beautiful garden at Winkton.  It was such an 
unpredictable day we had to resort to our normal venue the Resource Centre.  Despite 
this, members enjoyed the afternoon getting together over a strawberry cream tea. 
 
To end the first half of the year, our July meeting was  demonstration by Irene 
Hickson entitled “My Floral  Years”.  Irene started demonstrating some twenty years 
ago and took us through those years, starting with a lovely traditional arrangement 
and ending with a more contemporary one.  Each of the six arrangements was 
beautiful in colour and plant material. 
 
We start back in September with a difference – a change of time, day and venue for 
that one meeting.  It is the Club’s 15 th anniversary, and to celebrate we have a 
National Demonstrator, Suzie Edwards, from Blandford Forum.  Her demonstration, 
entitled “Do ing What Comes Naturally”, is on Wednesday, 22 nd September at 
Bransgore Village Hall, Burley Road, time 
7 pm (doors open at 6.15 pm).  Tickets are available from me at the number below, 
members £4.50, and guests £6.50 (to include refreshments). 
 
Or join us at our monthly meetings held on the fourth Thursday in the month at 2 pm 
at the Resource Centre, Ringwood Road, Bransgore. 
 
Diary Dates : 
 
September 22nd Suzie Edwards – National Demonstrator - “Doing What Comes           

Naturally”  
 
October 28th  Workshop – tutor Tracey Griffin - “Wild Inspiration”  
 
November 25th Jan Mcloy – demonstrator -  “Christmas”  
 
December 9th Marion Emery – speaker  “A Victorian Christmas” followed by 

a                Christmas tea 
 
                                                                                  MARGO CROUCH 
                                                                                  Chairman    01425 672612 
 
 



 
 
 

                                                                                                 

 
������� BRANSGORE DISTRICT                              

 
 
Rainbows Sharon Knight 673432 
   
2nd Brownies Kate Diment 674755 
   
3rd Brownies Ann Dean 673445 
   
1st Guides Rev’d Barbara Jeffries  673212 
   
Rangers Claire Stokes 07879 685006 
 
                             JENNY CARR 
                            District Commissioner  673490 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
Now that the RNLI has ceased to function in the village, it does not mean that we 
have gone right out of business.  We are now part of New Milton, Barton and District 
Branches. 
 
On the 16th October we are returning to Bransgore and are holding a coffee morning 
in the Resource Centre.  There will be souvenirs, Christmas cards, calendars, etc., 
cakes and produce and other stalls. 
 
If you were a supporter of the RNLI before, come along and make our return a great 
success. 
 
Later on in the year the village Off-Licence will have the normal display of cards on 
show.  There is a wide selection and the money goes to a very good cause. 
 



       ALASDAIR MURRAY 
       01425 274686 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE SUPPORT GROUP 
 
For those suffering bereavement or loss. 
 
A group has been established to support people through various kinds of grief 
reactions – through the loss of a loved one, as well as the effects of unemployment, 
divorce, disability, homelessness, etc. 
 
Come along to the Support Group at the Methodist Chapel Meeting Room at 10 am 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month for coffee.  You will be assured of a warm 
welcome and a listening ear. 
 
Coffee Morning dates :- 
 
 16th September  -  21st October  -  18th November  -  16th December 
 
If you would like to talk personally to one of our trained helpers, please ‘phone 
Christine – 672495 or Melinda – 673915. 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE  CRICKET  CLUB - YOUTH  
 
The outdoor season is drawing to a close with just the colts yet to complete their 
fixtures. The Under 11 side have played well this season, but the results have not gone 
their way. A number of fixtures could have been won if we hadn’t lost quite so many 
wickets. However, the majority of the side will still be under 11 next season so we 
look forward with anticipation. The Under 13’s have played very well, winning the 
majority of their fixtures. My thanks to Steve Taylor for managing them this summer. 
The Under 14 squad have played well, with most of the squad chipping in over the 
season and only narrowly losing a number of fixtures. Thank you, Dave Baldwin, for 
managing them. 
 
The Under 15 squad had a magnificent season: they were unbeaten in their league and 
reached their cup final. Unfortunately, the league play off and cup final  
coincided with a school trip for a number of the squad, and although the teams which 
played put up a great fight, both fixtures were narrowly lost which is a great shame. 
However, well done boys and well done Steve Butcher and Clive Waugh, their 
managers. 
 



The Under 17 side enjoyed a mixed season in the New Forest League. Their fielding 
sometimes let them down, but there have been outstanding batting and bowling 
performances. Thanks to Nigel Mayne for managing them this summer. 
 
The colts (second XI) have had a wonderful season and are currently vying for 
promotion with two fixtures left. Well done to all in the squad and Richard Jones, 
their manager. 
 
The quiz in May returned a magnificent profit of over £600 for the club. A fitting 
return for the hard work of Mike Page, our quizmaster, and all who helped over the 
evening. 
 
The annual ‘Ashes’ match will take place on Sunday, 29 th August, when James 
Tomlinson of Hampshire County Cricket Club will be attending and formally open 
the new pavilion. 
 
The annual presentation evening will take place on Friday, September 10th in the new 
pavilion. This will be for all age groups – Under 11 through Under 17. Squad 
managers will contact their players with times etc. A barbeque and bar will be 
available. 
 
Teams have been entered in the indoor leagues for this winter at Under 11, Under 13, 
Under 15 (2 teams) and Under 16 and we wish them well. As ever, indoor nets will be 
booked for next spring – watch forthcoming newsletters for details. 
 
 If you would like to join any of the squads, please contact me on the number below. 
Dave Lay - Bransgore 6732432 or e-mail lay_dj@btopenworld.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE CRICKET CLUB – ADULT 

 
This summer has been very ‘up and down’ for the first XI with, to date, wins and 
losses coming in equal measure and the side residing in a ‘comfortable’ mid league 
position. 
 
Conversely, the second XI have had a wonderful season and are currently vying for 
promotion with two fixtures left. Perhaps the younger players could teach us ‘old uns’ 
a thing or two. 
 
The club has also hosted a number of friendlies this year and been introduced to the 
strange rituals which accompany this phenomenon such as the ‘Duck’ hat – complete 
with decoy mallard and the ‘cow corner’ target. As well as being great fun they allow 
the two squads’ players to mix.  
 
We look forward to our ‘Ashes’ match against Mr. Frampton’s invitation XI on 
Sunday 29th August when the club hopes to regain the ‘The Ashes’.  



 
The adult presentation evening will take place in ‘The Carpenters Arms’ on Saturday 
9th October for a meal which are sure will be as enjoyable as last year. Indoor nets 
will be booked for next season and details will be in the next couple of newsletters. 
 
If you have just come into the village or used to play and would like to play cricket 
again please feel free to contact Richard Jones on 673880 or Dave Lay on 673242. 
We look forward to welcoming you.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
THORNEY HILL & BRANSGORE WI 
 
President:  Mrs Vera Murray    01425 274686 
 
The Summer season for the WI has been at its very best with its diversity of practical, 
interesting and very enjoyable pursuits. 
 
Our National Resolutions were debated fully at the May Institute meeting and all 
three were unanimously carried to be adopted at the National Annual General 
Meeting.  June’s monthly speaker, Mrs R Brandham, caught our imaginations with 
her traditional and modern flower arrangements.  The following meeting in July was 
to be held in the beautiful garden of Mr and Mrs Humphries, situated at the edge of 
the Forest, but unfortunately it turned out yet again to be very wet and we sadly had to 
grudgingly pack away our parasols and summer hats and return to the Resource 
Centre where undeterred an excellent strawberry tea and cakes were produced and 
served by some of our members. 
 
Yet another outing (the second of the current year) was arranged by our President, this 
time to Denman WI College.  We were joined by several other area institutes and 
enjoyed a very pleasant coach journey through the lovely countryside before arriving 
at the college situated outside Oxford.  We were most appreciative of the interesting 
tour of this beautiful and historic building, as well as the extremely delightful catering 
facilities which we were accorded.  Everybody is eagerly awaiting the next outing 
September to the London Eye with a guided tour of historic London.  
 
Finally in these hectic few months the hard work of the creative members of our 
Institute for this year’s New Forest Show paid off extremely well.  Of the fifteen 
people who entered, they collected two gold, four double silver, six silver and three 
red awards.  They all deserve to be thoroughly congratulated. 
 
Our regular WI meetings recommence on September 1st in the Resource Centre at 
2.15 pm., the speaker being Mrs A Booth talking about the History of Punch and 
Judy.  On Tuesday 21st September (not the 14th as stated in the previous Newsletter) at 
7.00 for 7.15 pm, our ever popular monthly quiz starts up once again in the Resource 



Centre.  We hope as many people as possible will come and experience a very happy 
and friendly evening. 
 
       MRS J WOOD 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 
The month of May was a sad time for the Club with the passing of our Chairperson, 
Phyl Jose.  She will be greatly missed for all the good work she did for the Club over 
almost 30 years. 
 
Dolly Frampton, our President, was given an award at the Fun Day by Bransgore 
Rotary Club for long service to the Club and to the Methodist Church.  
Congratulations, Dolly. 
 
Members have enjoyed some good days out.  In May we went to Bridport and 
Abbotsbury Gardens.  June’s outing was a trip to the Isle of Wight, spending the Day 
at Osborne House.  In July we enjoyed a beautiful ride through Dorset to the Donkey 
Sanctuary where they care for 450 donkeys and then on to Sidmouth for a late lunch.  
Our next outings will be : 
 
October 19th    Mystery tour and lunch 
November 16th    Christmas shopping trip 
 
Ann Pitt has taken over from me organising the outings.  I know it’s a lot of work.  
Thank you, Ann, for some great days out. 
 
The Club have had a busy year.  In June we had a  tea dance, then the annual Rose 
Show with Violet Pateman and Jean Jenkins sharing the cup.  We ended with a garden 
party at Margaret and Derek King’s – a BIG THANK for letting us all into your 
beautiful garden again. 
 
September 14th is the date of the first Autumn meeting with old friends, the Starlite 
Singers, and our programme for the rest of the season is as follows : 
 
September 28th Nature slides 
October 12th  30th Birthday party and Cranborne Chase Choir 
October 26th  AGM 
November 9th  Talk by Tim Lowndes 
November 23rd Bring and Buy 
December 7th  Christmas Lunch 
December 21st  Carols and Mince Pies 
 
The Club meet at the Village Hall on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
2.00 pm for 2.30 pm.  The Club exists for all persons over 50.  New members £1.50 
per meeting;  six month membership £6.00. 



 
      ESTHER HARRIS 
      Secretary      01425 673589 
 
 
 
 
 
UNICEF – SUDAN APPEAL 
 
On Wednesday, August 11th, my friends and I held a coffee morning in aid of the 
children of Sudan. 
 
The weather was fine and our bouncy castle arrived bright and early.  We set up all 
our stalls and games and by 10 o’clock, please had started to arrive . 
 
We all spent 2 hours having a thoroughly enjoyable morning. Coffees, teas and cakes 
were in constant supply as we watched the children enjoying themselves on the 
bouncy castle.  One or two of us couldn’t help but think how far removed our 
children’s liv es are from those in Sudan.  It’s difficult to imagine children who have 
absolutely nothing, while ours have so much.  However, we have ensured that these 
children will have a little more now, as between us all, we raised £1,250 for this 
excellent cause. 
 
Thank you, everybody, very much. 
 
       LESLEY PERKINS 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Bill Bowling, Secretary, 672875   Mike Burridge, Treasurer, 672900 
 
News and Views from Bransgore Residents’ Association 
 
Since the Association is heading towards its AGM in the autumn it seems appropriate 
for me, as Chairman, to draw attention to our activities over the past year. In October 
the Committee was reformed and enlarged to 11 members. I want to pay tribute to 
their enthusiasm. Their one complaint, not yet voiced, might be that they have not had 
enough to get their teeth into - but perhaps something is in the offing!  
 
Noticeboard. We have been much encouraged by the successful functioning of the 
Association noticeboard located outside the Post Office. This had been vandalised 
frequently in recent years, but Crafty Woods has put us up a new stronger one, and 
WOW! it hasn’t been touched by vandal hands since.  
 
Skittles Alley. The Association has obtained a skittles alley, no, really, a first-class 
alley. The problem is that we have nowhere to put it. We are convinced that this 



skittle alley, possibly the most expensive type on the market and in perfect condition, 
would be a winner for the village. Any suggestions as to where it might be 
permanently located for public use? At present it’s in storage.  
  
Path along Burley Road descending from Thorney Hill has been a preoccupation of 
the Association for some time. Now the first section of it, from Thorney Hill for a few 
100 yards is complete. Several individuals and organisations, Thorney Hill Residents 
Association, Bransgore Parish Council, ourselves, and no doubt others have worked 
for this path, and we are happy to see it built and used. This shows the value of united 
effort.   
 
The Association yearly sponsors 3 or 4 Open Meetings. The most outstanding this 
year was the focus on the TREES OF THE NEW FOREST. After an expert eye-
opening Powerpoint talk, on the Trees of the Forest, the Secretary of the West 
Christchurch Residents’ Association explaine d the fight for preservation of trees on St 
Catherine’s Hill. Local residents faced the possible removal of 16,000 trees over this 
coming winter. By getting together and with hard work, eased by the participation of 
many local people, they were able to force Christchurch Council to reconsider this 
intention. It was a superb example of what might happen if local people stand together 
in fighting what threatens to affect the beauty, peace and harmony of our village.  
 
What concerns us/you at present? Let us know and let’s see what can be done. For 
example, our Committee has begun to discuss the way in which plots are being 
bought up in the village for infill housing. This will increase pressure on our 
environment in many ways, and is a major area of concern. Did you know that the 
Carpenters’ Arms has been bought out and that there are plans to build 9 houses on 
the car park there? Do we want the village to be crammed with small houses on small 
plots? Let us know what you think. This will almost certainly be the subject of our 
AGM public meeting on 25 October, and we anticipate having someone from the 
Planning Department of NFDC to speak and argue with us. We invite you to join us 
on that occasion at the Bransgore Community Church, Shackleton Square, 7.30 p.m. 
on Monday 25th 
October. 
 
We say a fond farewell to Mr Charles Beattie who has served the Parish Council for 
very many years, and welcome his replacement, Mrs Sam Clarke. 
 

BILL COTTON 
Chairman 673261 

 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 
The Olympic Games have just finished and I’m sure that many of us have been 
inspired by the fitness, bravery, skill and sheer determination of many of the 
competitors.  I look forward to seeing many of you jogging around Bransgore in 
preparation for the 2008 games! 



 
A couple of weeks ago, Channel 4 broadcast the “100 Greatest Sporting Moments” 
which was won by the rower Sir Steve Redgrave.  But for me there was a remarkable 
entry at number 76.  Most of the winners were included because of their achievements 
and victories but this one in the Barcelona Olympics of 1992 commemorated 
disappointment and compassion and provided one of track and field’s most incredible 
moments. 
 
Britain’s Derek Redmond had dreamed all his life of winning a gold medal in the 400 -
metre race, and his dream was in sight as the gun sounded in the semi-finals at 
Barcelona. He was running the race of his life and could see the finish line as he 
rounded the turn into the backstretch. Suddenly he felt a sharp pain go up the back of 
his leg. He fell face first onto the track with a torn right hamstring.  
 
Sports Illustrated recorded the dramatic events: 
As the medical attendants were approaching, Redmond fought to his feet. “It 
was animal instinct,” he would say later. He set out hopping, in a crazed attempt 
to finish the race. When he reached the stretch, a large man in a T-shirt came 
out of the stands, hurled aside a security guard and ran to Redmond, embracing 
him. It was Jim Redmond, Derek’s father. “You don’t have to do this,” he told 
his weeping son. “Yes, I do,”  said Derek. “Well, then,” said Jim, “We’re going 
to finish this together.”  
And they did. Fighting off security men, the son’s head sometimes buried in his 
father’s shoulder, they stayed in Derek’s lane all the way to the end, as the 
crowd gaped, then rose and howled and wept. 
Derek didn’t walk away with the gold medal, but he walked away with an 
incredible memory of a father who, when he saw his son in pain, left his seat in 
the stands to help him finish the race. 

Many of us would love to have that sort of memory of a father who doesn’t let us 
down, who cheers us on the way and stands with us in our time of need.  Sometimes 
our human fathers let us down but Christians can be confident that we have a 
heavenly Father who, when we are experiencing pain and struggling to finish the race, 
won’t let us do it alone. He left his place in heaven to come alongside us in the person 
of his Son, Jesus Christ. “I am with you always,” says Jesus, “to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20).  God wants to have that kind of relationship with all of us.  
 
We would love to see you at BCC at any of our 10.30am Sunday services but you are 
especially welcome to our Harvest Service on the 10th October when we celebrate 
God’s goodness and abundant provision.  
 

PHIL COLE 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

 
June Lecture (Soil Maintenance) 



 
Oh, how I wish I had a better memory that I might benefit more from a lecture such as 
this, given by such an expert as was our speaker for the evening, Ray Broughton, head 
of the horticultural department at Sparsholt College. 
 
It was obvious from the turnout that many of our members remembered Ray from 
previous visits and I am certain they would all agree that this was not a lecture to 
miss.  However, for those of you who did miss it, I share the following few tips from 
a tip-full evening : 
 

• Don’t prick over a dry surface as you only dry it out further  
• Farmyard manure must be well rotted.  Some straw OK on heavy soils, not on 

light 
• Not all the New Forest area has acid soil ( - .�/10�243�5�687924/;:<240>=)/?:1@BADCE6�0�2�6F0�@  
• Plants bottom watered need some time for roots to dry out.  Also food doesn’t 

rise so feed from the top 
• Compaction reduces oxygen levels dramatically 
• Water slowly otherwise the water goes straight down past the roots 
 
Day Trips 
 
We have had two well attended and greatly enjoyed day trips this year.  West 
Green Gardens, Chichester, in June, and Kingston Maurward Gardens, 
Dorchester, in July. 
 
Next year there will be a three day visit to some gardens in Kent, so watch out for 
more on this later in the year. 
 
Summer Show, July 31st  (Kindly sponsored by Denisons, Estate Agents) 
 
A glorious day, loads of exhibits and lots of visitors.  What more could a Society 
want for its Summer Show?  Bransgore is blessed with a good deep sprinkling of 
very gifted people and what better place could there be to display these than at a 
village show.  Those of us less gifted picked up some good ideas and, maybe, a 
little motivation for next year’s shows.  
If you managed to get a 1st, 2nd or Highly Commented – well don!  If you picked 
up a trophy – very well done!!  If you were one of the many junior exhibitors – 
ever so very well done!!!  If (like me) you won nothing, thanks for making the 
show the success it was.  Better luck next time. 
 
Trophies were awarded as follows: 
 
Knott Cup (shared)    Carol Dove and Eric Enver 
Norris Cup, Sprackland Memorial Trophy, 
    Banksian Medal, President’s Trophy    Carol Dove 
St Catherine’s Cup, Dalton Cup, Golden Jubil ee Cup Eric Ennever 
Conservative Cup, Jean Menary Cup   Helen Snelling 
Dalton Vases      Maggie Webb 
James Ellis Cup      Roy Cleaver 
Bransgore Flower Club Trophy, Cheale Cup, Silver  



    Jubilee Cup, Rumens Cup    Margo Crouch 
Hoare Cup       Douglas Patterson 
Sargent Cup      Myra Poole 
Society Challenge Cup     Eileen Hill 
Russell Cup      Brian Long 
A Society Cup      Alexandra Daniels 
A Society Cup      Laura King 
Troke Cup       Abbie Webb 
Poole Cup       Helena Daniels 
 
Future Events and Dates for your Diary 
 
Thursday 7th October  Lecture “Pot Plants” by D Paton of Pinetop 
Nurseries 
November 4th   AGM followed by a slide show of topical 
interest 
December 2nd   Christmas Party plus a competition for a 
Christmas 
     decoration to hang against a wall 
 
All the above events will take place at the Resource Centre, St Mary’s Church at 
7.30 pm. 

 
JIM DUDLEY 

      Publicity Officer   673202 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6th CHRISTCHURCH (BRANSGORE)  SCOUT  GROUP 
 
Beavers 
 
The beavers have had a very full and active programme.  It started with litter picking 
in the playing fields to support the community.   Then the Scout Fellowship ran an 
outdoor cooking evening, which was scrummy!  We then took part in the District 
Sports Day and won the Beaver Cup.  We learnt the History of Christchurch and then 
followed up with a walk around the town.  We have had a very interesting talk from 
Guide Dogs for the Blind.  The speaker brought his old guide dog and his new one, 
and the boys were able to better understand what it is like to be blind and how 
important the guide dog is. 
 
We then went to Steamer Point and enjoyed pond dipping that ended with “wet 
games.”  Very wet games! Finally we visited HMS Daedelus to see the Air Sea 
Rescue service. We were able to look over the Helicopter and some gliders.  A very 
enjoyable and informative visit  
 
LESLEY MANLEY 



Beavers Leader   01425 672667 
 
Cubs 
 
As usual we have had a very busy time with lots of outings and district events.  The 
Camping season started at Harry’s Island, Burley, with a Crystal Maze Challenge 
theme, which the boys really enjoyed.  This was followed by the Sixers and Seconders 
camp at Braggers Wood.  We are now looking forward to our Summer Camp at 
Harry’s Island in August with a theme that the boys should find inte resting! 
 
We entered the District Sports Day, which we won and also came first in the Group 
Relay competition. We also entered the District Handicraft competition, where we 
were placed first, and then went on to represent the District at the County Competition 
where we came second out of the ten competing Districts.  Well done to all the boys 
who took part. 
 
As part of the Cub programme we have completed the Caring challenge and held a 
successful auction and raised £60.00 for charity.  For the Outdoor challenge we have 
learned knots, made catapults, built fires and enjoyed backwoods cooking.  We have 
prepared our new Cubs in readiness for the summer camp and finished the term by 
Ski-bobbing and Ringoing, which the Leaders enjoyed as much as the boys!   
 
We would like to thank the rest of the team for their continued help and support. 
 
GINNY HEBDEN     TRUDI BUTCHER 
(Akela)   01425 674721   (Chil)  01425 672830) 
 
Scouts 
 
Another action packed term.  We started with the DIY badge and all the boys made 
Bird Boxes.  24 boys spent May Bank Holiday at the District Camp at Braggers 
Wood.  There were lots of activities centred around the Camp Cooking badge, which 
they all achieved.  Next we took part in the District Emlyn Trophy Camping 
Competition.  All the patrol are assessed for the whole weekend. We entered 2 teams 
and came 2nd and 3rd, a very creditable performance.  We entered the Sports Day and 
won every trophy in the Scout section, and together with the Beavers and Cubs, 
Bransgore  won 7 trophies out of 7!  A feat we have never achieved before.   
 
On the 2/3 July, 9 boys attempted the 35 miles Avon Valley Walk from Salisbury 
Cathedral to the Christchurch Priory.  We had arranged an overnight stop in 
Fordingbridge scout hut.  7 very tired boys completed the challenge.  The term ended 
with our regular summer beach party where all the boys who completed the Avon 
Valley Walk received special certificates. 
 
MIKE MANLEY      
Scout Leader     01425 672667 
 
Scout Hut Hire. 
 
We continue to hire out the Scout Hut to the local community for social events.  



 
We would also like to inform you that we have recently taken over the old Boys’ 
Brigade Hut from the Church. We are intending to partition off approximately one 
third of the hall to create a much needed Store for all our Scouting equipment and, at 
the same time, we will be carrying out remedial work in the hall to bring it in line 
with Health and Safety standards.  
 
The hall will now be known as Ann’s Lodge – as a mark of respect to, and in memory 
of, the late Ann Hoare, our previous Group Scout Leader, to whom Bransgore Scouts 
owe a very great deal. Our thanks go to her husband for allowing us to do this.  
 
Both Scout HQ and Ann’s Lodge are available for hire at £5 per hour. Please contact 
our Bookings Secretary, Liz Holroyd, on 673398. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
Our A.G.M was held 17th May 2004. 
 
Sadly our treasurer John Malins stood down after 12 years of juggling our books for 
us! We thanked him for all his tireless hard work on behalf of Bransgore Scout Group. 
He will be missed, but assures us he will stay in touch.  Joy Rose is John’s successor 
and is a welcome new member of our committee. 
 
Our main fundraising comes from donations we receive for use of the hall and the 
large marquee we hire out in the summer. 
 
We had a very successful combined group campfire evening.  Matt Piper led the camp 
songs and there was a lot of audience participation.  
 
Our quiz night was a great success – many thanks to Jane Safe.  
 
On behalf of Beavers / Cubs / Scouts I would like to thank all the Leaders, Assistants, 
Helpers, Committee members for their combined efforts this year, and to thank 
parents and everyone else who has supported the boys and the group during the year. 
 
Scouting thrives in Bransgore, thanks to a dedicated team of leaders and the 
enthusiasm of the young people who are members.  We are the second largest group 
in the district.  Like many voluntary organisations we rely on people willing to give 
up some of their precious spare time. To maintain our success we would be glad to 
have some new blood so if you are interested in getting involved in Scouting as a 
leader, helper, committee member (you do not have to have a child in Scouting) 
please contact me. 
 

SUE BOYES 
Chairman   01425 674156 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SCAD (Sopley Camp Anti-Development) COMMITTEE 
 
The Committee have studied the details of New Forest National Park boundaries with 
great interest, noting with dismay that the area is smaller than expected, and that the 
Village of Bransgore and adjoining land in the Avon Valley are to be excluded. 
 
A recent Press Statement has referred to a Report from the Chief Officer of the New 
Forest Committee, Maddi Jago, which states that the New Forest would need a 
“robust” National Park Authority to protect it from Housing pressures.  
 
We will continue to be watchful on the terms of reference of the National Park 
Authority, and what steps will be taken to protect the part of the Heritage Area which 
has been excluded from the National Park boundary. 
 
It is a sad fact that we must be even more vigilant to ensure that our village and  
surrounding areas do not succumb to uncontrolled development. 
 
Residents may also be aware that  there has been an application for a Certificate of 
Lawfulness for Building 5, Sopley Camp (Merryfield Park) for Storage purposes.  A 
recent press item  also refers to a forthcoming  appeal against refusal by NFDC for 
Storage at the Camp. 
 
                                                                                     D STODDART 
                                                                                              Chairman 
                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE THEATRE GROUP 
 
Our Spring season concluded in early June with a visit to The Lighthouse at Poole to 
see “8 4 Charing Cross Road”, which was essentially a duologue between a London 
book seller and a New York collector, played with great sympathy by William Gaunt 
and Rula Lenska. 
 
September sees the start of our Autumn programme when we go to Salisbury for our 
first opportunity for several years to see a Shakespeare play.  The majority of our 
members tend to be more enthusiastic about musicals and we were a little concerned 
that the support would not be there, but as it happens forty five members will ‘brush 
up their Shakespeare’ to enjoy “Much Ado About Nothing”.  
 
In October we will be back at the Mayflower to see “High Society”, which will allow 
us to wallow in nostalgia and refresh our memories of the wonderful film which 
starred Grace Kelly, Frank Sinatra and Bing Crosby. 
 



A straight play – “Passage to India” – has been chosen for November and we will 
close the year when we hear the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and “The Last 
Night of the Proms” – Union Jacks will be provided. 
 
So dates for your diaries are :- 
 

13th September  -  “Much Ado About Nothing”  
14th October   -  “High Society”  
23rd November  -  “Passage to India”  
18th December   -  “ Last Night of the Proms”  

 
LESLIE SEWELL 
Hon. Secretary 01425 674026. 

      Treescope, Thatchers Lane, Shirley,        
                                                                        Bransgore  BH23 8EG 
 
 
 
 
 
SCALLYWAGS 
 

Scallywags is a Parent/Carer and Toddler Group which meets at the Community 
Church, Shackleton Square on Thursday mornings in term time between 10.00 am and 

11.30 am.  We have various toys and activities for the children to enjoy and an 
informal atmosphere for Mums, Dads and Grandmas to get to know each other. 

 
We make a nominal charge of  £1.00 per family. 

 
For more information, telephone Ruth on 673147 or Liz on 674231. 

 
 
 
BRANSGORE  PROBUS  CLUB 
Past President David Hargreaves took the chair at our June meeting in the absence of 
Ernie Stokes, who was recovering from a knee operation, and Brian Skyrme who was 
on holiday.  Our speaker was William Bode, a lecturer from Surrey University.  His 
subject was “Inconvenience of Convenience Foods”.  Having told us that there are 
over 2000 additives on food manufacturers’ shelves, he went on to enthusiastically 
advocate pure foods.  As he is a very fit man in his seventies perhaps his advice 
should be heeded. 
Our July meeting is always a special one as we get to entertain our ladies.  It is an 
opportunity to meet old friends and to catch up on gossip in very friendly 
circumstances.  We had two speakers talking about the work of Victim Support. 
 
Our August speaker was Mrs Janet Burn who gave a pictorial account of local history.  
The slides, many going back well over a hundred years, were all taken by her great-
grandfather and grandfather.  They served not only as an intimate scrapbook of her 
own family but also as a record of this part of the country from Southampton to 



Bournemouth.  She has many more slides and we hope that we may be privileged to 
view more at a later date. 
 
         PROBITY II 
JACK AND JILL PRE-SCHOOL 
 

Bransgore Village Hall, Burley Road, Bransgore 
Phone 01425  673903. Charity No. 1028854 

 
Jack and Jill Pre-School is a community based Committee run group which has now 
been successfully operating for 30 years!  The group caters for all children from 2.9 
years to school entry and is registered with Ofsted as well as being a member of the 
Pre-School Learning Alliance.  We receive funding for our four year olds – this will 
include three year olds from the term after their third birthday. 
 
In January 2004 we had our latest Ofsted inspection which went well and in particular 
commented positively on the clear partnership the group has between its committee, 
staff and parents. 
 
Due to a continuing increase in numbers, our sessions are now : 
 
Monday to Friday   9.00 – 11.30 am (with an optional lunch club 11.30 am – 12.30 
pm) 
Wednesday             12.30 – 3.00 pm 
 
From January our afternoon sessions will increase to :- 
 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday    12.30 – 3.00 pm 
 
These sessions are for our children who will be starting school in the following 
September.  We take the opportunity of visiting Bransgore Primary in the Spring and 
Summer Terms to make the transition into mainstream school easier for both child 
and parent. 
 
Your child can be offered a safe, secure and stimulating environment, with a full 
curriculum leading to the Early Learning Goals.  We have a high adult to child ratio 
including parental involvement.  In the warmer, dry days we have outside play.  
Where possible we invite visitors to the group – e.g. local librarian, doctor, lollipop 
lady, fireman and go out on local trips, e.g. Blashford Lakes, candle factory, Regent 
Centre. 
 
You are welcome to visit us any morning, or contact our Registration Secretary, 
Elaine Waters, on 672719 for a prospectus. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Wednesday, 29th September   Chocoholic Party at 31 Stibbs Way, or ring 672426 for a 
                                                Catalogue 
 
Thursday, 14th October           A.G.M. – All parents welcome 



 
Monday, 25th October             Hallet Photography.  All welcome – group or individual 
                                                photos taken 
 
Satruday, 13th November        Christmas Quiz – Jane Safe, Quiz master 
 
Saturday, 27th November        Christmas Fayre 
 
Monday, 13th December          Children’s Christmas Party  
 
 
 
 
 
KIDDIWINKS PLAY GROUP 
 
KiddiWinks is a voluntary-run Play Group meeting at Bransgore Methodist Church 
on Chapel Lane every Wednesday during term time - 10 a.m. until Noon. 
 
We offer a warm and friendly environment for the whole family!   
A range of toys and activities as well as light refreshments. 
And all for 75p per family! 
Telephone Sam Day, 672983, for full information. 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE  LUNCH  CLUB 
 
The Lunch Club Coffee Morning that was held prior to the summer break was, as 
usual, well attended and enjoyable.  Thanks go to everyone who helped make the 
occasion a success.  The funds collected at the event will go towards the Christmas 
Lunch for members, which this year will be held on Wednesday, 8th December.  We 
look forward to welcoming both members and helpers on that day. 
 
The Scouts have now taken over the Boys Brigade Hut where our lunches are held 
and are currently refurbishing it.  You will see from the Scouts’ entry in this 
Newsletter that it will be renamed Ann’s Lodge in memory of their late Group 
Leader, Mrs Ann Hoare. 
 
The Lunch Club re-convened at the beginning of September after its summer break 
when we were happy to welcome familiar faces.  There are still a few places available 
for new members.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact either Shirley 
Tobias – telephone 01425 673078 or Pat Newman – telephone 01425 673678.  
Transport to and from Ann’s Lodge for lunches can be provided.  
 
We are currently looking for helpers and drivers to join the teams who produce meals 
for Lunch Club members.  Each team is in action once a month, on a specific day (a 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday).  Teams usually consist of three helpers who cook for 

 



between 12 to 18 people.  Plain home-style meals are the order of the day – no cordon 
blue cooking required!  The enthusiasm and enjoyment with which the meals are 
received by our members is tremendously rewarding.  We also need additional help 
with the teams of drivers who transport the members to and from their homes and 
with cake-makers.  If you cannot spare the time to help on a regular basis but would 
like to assist, why not volunteer for occasional duties as emergency helpers and/or 
drivers? 
 
If you feel you could spare the time to assist, but are intimidated by the thought of 
cooking for strangers, please come along one lunch time and see for yourself what 
goes on – you may be surprised at how relaxed and friendly the sessions are.  For 
further information please contact  Shirley Tobias – telephone 01425 673078 or Pat 
Newman – telephone 01425 673678.  We hope to hear from you. 
 
Finally, grateful thanks go to everyone who continues to support the Lunch Club. 
 
Diary Date:   Wednesday, 8th December  -  Christmas Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE EVENING TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD 
 
The Townswomen’s Guild continues to meet on the fourth Monday of every month 
and have enjoyed a variety of speakers over the last few months.  Such speakers 
included a Nanny to the Rich and Famous and a Lady Brewer who gave us an insight 
into her experience of that particular industry. 
 
The charity we have chosen to support this year is First Opportunities based in New 
Milton.  This is a special school for babies and young children who have special 
needs. Therefore we have held such events as a Cheese and Wine evening in July as a 
fundraiser for this charity.  We had Tim Lowndes talking about the plants and shrubs 
in a local village garden.  Another meeting has included a quiz and our last meeting in 
July was brought to a conclusion by a summer walk around the village for members.  
These were interest and fun events, which were enjoyed by all who attended. 
 
Future events include participating in the local village quiz in September after our 
practice at one of the meetings.  Our September meeting will include a talk about the 
success of Sooty after twenty-two years on the road.  The October meeting will be an 
evening of Yoga and the November meeting will include a talk from the Dorset and 
Somerset Air Ambulance.  These should provide to be interesting and enjoyable 
events and new members would be welcome to come and join us at these meetings. 
 
The next meeting will be on 27th September at the Resource Centre by St Mary’s 
Church. 
 
If you have any queries please contact MELISSA SHEPPARD (Chairman) 01425 
674065 or CHRISTINE REVINGTON (Secretary) 01425 673856.                   .  
       



 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE  TWINNING  ASSOCIATION 
 

Bransgore Twinning Association celebrated the summer in style with a splendid 
barbecue in the grounds of the Scout Hut in Burnt House Lane.  Sue and Denis 
Hughes were the Chefs and members of the Association prepared an array of 
delicious desserts.  Over eighty members and friends enjoyed games, birthday 
celebrations and convivial companionship on this glorious Sunday lunchtime in July.   
 
By the time you read this we will have held our Coffee Morning at Jean and John 
Harrison’s house in Chapel Lane on – fingers crossed – a fine morning on September 
11th, and we will be looking forward to our next social event which will be a Skittles 
Evening at the Social Club, Burnt House Lane, on Friday, 19th November.  It will be 
an evening with a difference in that it’s going to have a Cornish flavour (literally!) 
because the piskies in the Falmouth area have been prevailed upon a make a run to 
Bransgore with genuine Cornish pasties for supper, and mention has also been made 
of Cornish clotted cream making an appearance as accompaniment for the pudding!  
So why not make a note in your diary and come and join us. 
 
The Twinning Association is delighted to have had new families join us this year and 
they already have been matched with young French families.  We welcome new 
members at any time of the year and know that our friends in St Georges Montcocq 
will be delighted to twin adults or family groups with Bransgore twinners.  We are all 
looking forward to the 2005 visit of the French group when we will celebrate twenty 
years of twinning in Bransgore. 
 

       JUDITH ALLEBON 
       Publicity Secretary 
       Bransgore 672867 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM AVON TYRRELL ACTIVITY & RESIDENTIAL CENTRE  

 
 
Well despite the continued deluges from the skies we at Avon Tyrrell are glad to say 
we are busy and the activities carry on during this busy period for us.  We have had 
residential visits from as far a field as Austria and Japan as well as local schools and 
youth groups and other organisations and age groups.  It is good to see the Centre so 
well used by such a wide range of people, it is what we are here for.  Meanwhile the 
local fishermen have returned to use the lake and are enjoying the fishing, and the 
good news is all season tickets are sold.  We continue to fund raise for our project to 
replace all the mobile homes with cabins and, if all goes to plan, hope to start 
replacing the first of the mobile homes towards the end of the year.  Incidentally we 
will be selling off the old mobile homes sometime towards the end of the year so if 
anyone wants one please phone and register an interest, (01425 672347).  
 



The ‘Fundays’ we run during school holidays remain as popular as e ver and it is our 
intention to continue to develop the different theme days.  Sadly though two of our 
Environmental Staff who have organised these events in the past are moving onto new 
jobs in Surrey and Scotland and they will be missed but we are sure their successors 
will continue the good work.  
 
The staff have submitted a team for the up and coming Bournemouth Heart Club’s 
charity Swimathon at the Littledown Leisure Centre on the 16th October 2004.  They 
would appreciate any support you might wish to give them.  
 
On the 10th December the Friends of Avon Tyrrell will be organising their annual 
Christmas Supper and Carols and we hope as many of you as possible will come and 
support this enjoyable evening.  Ticket enquiries to 01425 672640. 
 
Job Opportunity: We are trying to build up a small pool of Part time Kitchen 
Assistants working from 5pm to 7.30pm weekdays, morning or late shift on a 
Saturday and 7.30 am to 2.30pm on a Sunday.  The position is ideal for someone who 
is either at college or has another part time job.  The shifts are on a rota basis and you 
would be expected to work about 15 hours per week.   
 

Salary – hourly rate dependent on age G 16 to 20 years starting at £4.25 and after 6 months £4.50 H 21 years and over £5.08 and after 6 months £5.20 
 

Tel. 01425 672347 or email info@avontyrrell.or.uk. 
www.avontyrrell.org.uk 

 
R.L.BONNEY 
Director 

 
 
 
 
 
BRANSGORE & RINGWOOD TOY LIBRARY 
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Sessions are run from Bransgore on the first and third Fridays of the month, 10.00 – 11.00 am in the Committee Room 
at the side of Bransgore Village Hall.  We have a wide variety and selection of toys including Special Needs and are in 
the process of expanding by buying Game boy Playstation  games.  Membership is  £4.00 per year and you may rent the 

toys for a month at a time -  rental prices vary from 30p - £5 depending on the cost of the toy. 



 
You may also come for a coffee and a chat while the children play and you need not 
feel obliged to take out a toy at every visit.  We are open to everyone - Mums, Dads, 
Carers, Grandparents, Childminders and Playgroups etc.   
 
We are a registered Charity and are members of the National Association of Toy and 
Leisure Libraries.   
 
For more information contact Julie Clark 01425 674520  

 
 
 
 
 
FRIENDS OF SOPLEY  
 
Sopley Primary School – Summer Fete 2004 – Saturday 26 June – “Thank you” 
 
Well the rain came on Fete day!  But all who came along or helped on the day said 
how fantastic, as always, the Sopley School Summer Fete had been.  The Wimborne 
Militia with their 17th century English Civil War re-enactment were very good indeed 
– albeit a bit too loud for some of our younger visitors!  The rain held off for the 
aerial display, which was stupendous and when it rains, retail therapy is a must - 
everyone was keen to buy lovely items for sale in the marquee.  
 
On behalf of the Friends of Sopley School, may I take this opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to all Bransgore parishioners who supported this event.   The fete makes a 
great difference to the school as all the money raised goes towards providing 
improved facilities for the children.  The funds raised this year are to go towards 
Phase II of the children’s outdoors teaching area to include a pond and environmental 
area. 
 
In 2005 the fete will be held on Saturday 25 June and, as mentioned before, will be 
the school's 30th anniversary of raising much needed school funds with a summer fete.   
In future newsletters I will be inviting former pupils or staff to contribute to a 
‘memory stall’ – the idea is in its early stages at the moment so please do watch this 
space. 
 

ANNE COLLINS 
2004 Fete Co-ordinator  (674204 
 
 
 
 
STEPPING STONES OF SOPLEY PRE-SCHOOL 
 
Sopley Village Hall, Priest Lane, Sopley     
Telephone: 07773 237667 
Charity No. 1077865 



 
Stepping Stones pre-school offers education and care for children between 2.9 years 
and school age. We have a specially tailored curriculum aimed at achieving Early 
Learning Goals whereby your child will learn through play. We have a computer and an 
outdoor play area. 

We recently had an excellent Ofsted report.  We are registered for 26 children per 
session and we can offer your child a stimulating, happy environment with our 
friendly, dedicated staff supported by an enthusiastic, parental-based committee. 

Our term-time sessions are on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings 
from 9.15am - 12.15pm, with a very popular Lunch Club following each session 
through to 1pm. 
The ‘Rising School’ sessions operate in the Spring and Summer terms on Tuesday 
afternoons, which help to prepare children for Primary School the following term. We 
have strong links with all the Primary Schools in the local area. 
 
If you would like a copy of our prospectus or to come along and visit us, please give 
Marie Waugh a ring on 01425 673259. 
 
STEPPING STONES OF SOPLEY PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP 
 
A warm welcome awaits toddlers and babies as well as their Mums, Dads, 
Grandparents and carers at the Stepping Stones Parent and Toddler Group on Tuesday 
mornings 10-11.30am at Sopley Village Hall.  Babies and toddlers are welcome to 
come and play, join in with story-time, singing, running races and creative activities.  
Everyone can also enjoy a drink, biscuit, fruit and a chat during snack-time 
 
 
 
 
NCH 
 
NCH, the children’s charity, helps children and young people facing difficulties or 
challenges in their lives.  We work with more children and young people, including 
those affected by poverty, disability and abuse, than any other UK charity. 
 
We are most grateful for the support we receive from members of the Methodist 
Church in Bransgore, but like all charities we must keep on fund-raising to meet our 
ever-growing commitments. 
 
If you would like to help us, why not join us in the beautiful Punshon Memorial 
Church, Exeter Road, Bournemouth (parking available in BIC car park opposite)  at 
7.30 pm on 16th October when the orchestra of the Bournemouth Philharmonic 
Society will perform a charity concert for us.  The programme will include Grieg’s 
Piano Concerto and other popular classics.  Advance tickets £6 adult (bring up to two 
under-16s FREE) or on the day £8 adult/£4 under 16s.  Call 01202 476885, 01202 
824615 or visit Keith Jones Bookshop, Hinton Road, Bournemouth.  We are 
celebrating NCH’s 135 th birthday and funds raised will support our work with 
children and families in and around the Bournemouth area. 
 



If you would like to know more about NCH visit our website at www.nch.org.uk or 
contact Nicky Stilwell, NCH Regional Fundraiser for South Hampshire, Salisbury, 
Dorset & East Devon on 01202 476885. 
 
 
 
 
 
      
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU - An outreach service provided by New Milton 
and District CAB 
 

You don’t know where to turn, turn to your local CAB 
 

WE’RE HERE TO HELP 
 

TWIN  OAKS SURGERY, BRANSGORE 
 

1st  MONDAY in the month 
2 pm  -  3.30 pm 

 
Call in or phone for an appointment 

Tel:  01425 672741 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DIARY  OF  EVENTS 

 
 
 
Note  Please enter events in diary in Post Office and check other entries to try 
and avoid class of dates 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
10th  Cricket Club – Youth  - Presentation Evening 
13th  Theatre Group outing 
14th  Friendship Club – Starlite Singers 
  WI quiz 
  Parish Council – Amenities Committee meeting 
16th  Support Group at Methodist Church 
21st  Parish Council meeting 
22nd  Flower Club 15th Anniversary – National Demonstrator 
24th/26th Naomi House Children’s Hospice Open Days  
25th  Methodist Church – Harvest Supper 
26th  Methodist Church – Harvest Thanksgiving Services 
27th  Townswomen’s Guild meeting  



28th  Friendship Club – Nature slides 
29th  Jack & Jill Pre-School – Chocoholic Party 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 
3rd  Harvest Services at St Mary’s  
5th  Parish Council – Planning Committee meeting 
7th  Horticultural Society – Lecture 
9th  Cricket Club – Adults – Presentation Evening 
10th  Bransgore Community Church – Harvest Service 
12th  Friendship Club – Birthday party and Cranborne Chase Choir 
  Parish Council – Amenities Committee meeting 
14th  Jack & Jill Pre-School – AGM 
  Theatre Group outing 
16th  RNLI – Coffee Morning 
  Avon Tyrrell – Bournemouth Heart Club’s Swimathon  
  NCH – 135th Birthday Charity Concert 
19th  Friendship Club – Mystery Tour and Lunch 
  Parish Council meeting 
21st  Support Group at Methodist Church 
23rd  Methodist Church – “Dabble Day”  
25th  Jack & Jill Pre-School – Hallet Photography visit 
  Residents’ Association AGM  
26th  Friendship Club - AGM 
28th  Flower Club – Workshop 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
2nd  Parish Council – Planning Committee meeting 
4th  Horticultural Society – AGM and slide show 
9th  Friendship Club – Talk by Tim Lowndes 
9th  Parish Council – Amenities Committee meeting 
13th  Jack & Jill Pre-School – Christmas Quiz 
16th  Friendship Club – Christmas Shopping Trip 
  Parish Council meeting 
18th  Support Group at Methodist Church 
19th  Twinning Association – Cornish Skittles evening 
23rd  Friendship Club – Bring and Buy 
23rd  Theatre Group outing 
25th  Flower Club - Demonstration 
27th  Jack & Jill Pre-School – Christmas Fayre 
 
 
DECEMBER 
 
2nd  Horticultural Society – Christmas Party and competition 
7th  Friendship Club – Christmas Lunch, Avonmouth Hotel 
8th  Lunch Club - Christmas Lunch 



9th  Flower Club – Speaker and Christmas tea 
10th  Avon Tyrrell – Christmas Supper and Carols 
13th  Jack & Jill Pre-School - Children’s Christmas Party  
16th  Support Group at Methodist Church 
18th  Theatre Group outing 
21st  Friendship Club – Carols and Mince Pies 
24th  St Mary’s – Christingle Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


