
Bransgore   News le t te r 

Published by Bransgore Parish Council and distributed throughout the parish (Bransgore, Thorney Hill, Neacroft, Godwinscroft, 

Holmsley South, Heathfield, Hinton and Beckley). 

Comment from the Parish Council 

We are fully aware of the growing concerns about the dangerous crossroad in the Village. This 
Newsletter gives an ideal opportunity to update all Parishioners. The Parish Council has been 
fighting for something to be done for many years and albeit somewhat slowly, at long last, we 
seem to be getting somewhere. Members of the Council have had a Consultative meeting with 
HCC {Hampshire County Council}; the outcome being a proposed 30 mph speed limit for the whole 
of the Village, which should be in place in Spring. However, we are pushing for more, as ôjust 
speedõ is not the full issue. The safety of all parishioners ðyoung and oldñis!! 

We are pleased to inform you that we have a new Parish Clerk, Mr. Edwin McNamara whose ex-
perience in Parish Council work will be of great benefit to the Parish.  

Fly-tipping is becoming an issue, both on Council and private land. Fly -tipping is just not bottles, 
cans and bed mattresses it is also garden vegetation. If you see anything of concern, please con-
tact New Forest District Council [NFDC] or Parish Office on 674155.  

All the Parish Councillors join me in wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year. 

Cllr Ann Hickman [Chair]  

BRANSGORE'S SACRIFICE 1914 - 1980 

This is the title of the seventh in a series of books on the War Memorials in the New Forest district mas-

terminded by the Chairman of Brockenhurst Royal British Legion, John Cockram. As well  as covering the 

memorials in Bransgore and Thorney Hill, it gives the stories of those named on the Commonwealth War 

Graves at St. Mary's churchyard.  It also describes the battles in which each man was killed and also an 

insight into what life was like in the village before and between the wars.  The preface was written by 

Lord Manners, whose great uncle, the Hon. John Manners, was killed in the first month of the First World 

War. 

 

The book was launched in Bransgore on 1st November  

and despite the heavy rain on that day the first 90 were sold in 

aid of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  (A reprint has now 

been ordered). 

 

The photograph from left to right shows Karen Frampton 

(representing her husband, Richard, who is a Parish Councillor 

and President of Bransgore Rotary), Nick Saunders, Richard Wil-

liams and John Cockram (the three compilers) Lord and Lady 

Manners and Parish Council Chairman, Ann Hickman. 

 
No. 130 Circulation: 2,000 Christmas 2008 Edition 
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Submissions 

In order to assist and encourage contributors to the newsletter, a set of guidelines have been developed: 

1. Commercial advertising will not be accepted for publication;  

2. Submissions will only be accepted from groups, registered or unregistered charities or other bodies 
which are based in and/or benefit the people of Bransgore Parish; 

3. All submissions for publication must meet the published final submission date for inclusion;  

4. Our preference for  submission is by email.  Please send your articles to  
council@bransgore-parish.gov.uk.  We will also accept  printed and handwritten submissions;  

5.  Format preferred is either Word or  unformatted text.  We will format your article to fit the 
newsletter; 

6.  Photograph file size should be kept as small as is reasonably possible. We reserve the right  to crop 
 the photograph if necessary; 

7. The Parish Council reserves the right to alter, amend or omit submissions as necessary. 

Disclaimer:  Whilst   Bransgore Parish Council  takes every reasonable step to ensure the accuracy and 

 completeness of information within the Newsletter and presents it in good faith, it is provided  purely for  

information and the publisher disclaims all liability arising from negligence or otherwise in respect of such  

 information.  

Edition:  

Note!!  

3 issues only 

per year 

Published 

during 

month of  

Articles  Diary of Events  

Final date for 

submission of 

copy/article  

Submit events for listing which occur 

during the following months  

Spring  April  1st March  April, May, June, July  

Late Sum-

mer 

August  1st July  August, September, October, Novem-

ber 

Winter  December 1st November  December, January, February, March 
    

Contact details 

The District Councillors for the Bransgore and 

Burley Ward can be contacted on the following 

numbers: 

Peter Greenfield 01425 654358 

John Penwarden 01425 673637 

 

Parish council 01425 674155 

Parish email:council@bransgore-parish.gov.uk  

Website: www.bransgore -parish.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

116 Burley Road  Village Hall 

Monday  11.30ñ12:30pm 

Tuesday 11.30ñ12:30pm 

Wednesday CLOSED 

Thursday 11.30ñ12:30pm 

Friday  11.00ñ12:30pm 

Saturday Closed 

Sunday Closed 
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Bransgore & District Community Responders ð Winter  2008  

Our group will again have volunteers on call over the festive season, ready to respond if sent by the 

ambulance service..  Over the Christmas / New Year week we are short of volunteers as some are 

away from home or spending time with families, or just enjoying the break. However the 2 or 3 we do 

have will provide full 24/7 cover throughout. Yes- it means no mulled wined or sherry before lunch, but 

call it our Christmas present to the village. 

Some in our community have a genuine need to call 999 when in need of urgent medical assistance 

and do so on occasions throughout the year. They ask why they sometimes get a community responder 

before the ambulance in some cases, but on other occasions no responder attends and they have to 

wait for the ambulance. They ask if they can ring us directly.  Firstly, and most importantly, you must 

always dial 999 if you have an urgent need for the ambulance . Do not hesitate.  

If the call is suitable for a community responder, and if we have someone on duty,  

the ambulance service will alert and send us. You cannot call us direct and will waste time if you try. We 

are not permitted to attend any call without ambulance service permission.  

Our responders are volunteers who have day jobs and/or home responsibilities. They give as much 

time as they can but there may be occasions when we just do not have enough volunteers. This is  an-

other reason why you must not waste time trying to call a community responder directly. You must dial 

999 immediately. We do try and provide as much cover as we can and we feel bad if we have no one 

available when a call comes in.  We now have extra equipment and some volunteers will respond when 

a call comes in, even if they were off-duty at the time. ( We still need a couple more volunteers) 

Finally, some people think we are paid for what we do. To set the record straight, we receive no  

payment whatsoever. What we do is free, and we value all the support we receive from all those in our 

community. Fire service colleagues, who provide the same service in some areas (when they are 

known as Co-Responders) do get paid per call, but we do not. 

If you rely on prescription medicines please remember to make sure you have enough to last you 

throughout the Christmas and New Year period, and that you follow carefully the instructions for use,, 

even if it means, like us, you can t have a Christmas drink. 

We wish you all a very Happy and Healthy Christmas and our thoughts are with those for whom Christ-

mas and New Year may be a particularly difficult time.  

Remember! A chest pain is your body saying Call 999. Doubt Kills! Call 999 immediately 

Our Website  www.bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk   

Our E Mail    enquiries@bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk  

http://www.bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk


Although it may seem like the depths of winter to you, much of our wildlife is already getting ready for 
spring. The birds start to sing, flowers are beginning to show their heads above ground and the first 
bumblebees can be seen in sunny days in February. So, what wildlife can we look for around the par-
ish? Common birds will be visiting your gardens in search of food, especially if there is a cold snap. Most 
people are familiar with Blue Tits, Great Tits, Robins and Blackbirds. However it is always worth keeping 
your eyes open for the more unusual visitor. 

Blackcaps are a species of warbler that usually migrate to Africa for winter, but some now stay. They are 
sparrow sized and look pale grey all over with a black cap in the male and a chestnut cap in the female. 
They sometimes visit bird feeders, but more often spend time in the bushes, especially ivy, as they love 
the ripening berries. 

You are more likely to see birds in the garden if there are some areas that are a little bushy so they can 
hide there. Areas of Ivy are great for this. The bush provides cover for birds and other creatures, the ber-
ries provide food for birds and the flowers provide nectar in late autumn ï a valuable food source for but-
terflies and moths. Few people want a wild or unkempt looking garden, but leaving some room for a few 
bushes, or a corner of long grass, is so valuable for wildlife of all sorts. Birds will feed on wild food as 
long as it is available, but when the ground freezes and food is hard to come by they will rely on gar-
dens. So please do keep feeding the birds especially in cold weather. 

Those of you who are keener birdwatchers may be interested to know that there has been a Great White 
Egret, Goosanders, Black-necked Grebe and Green Sandpipers at Blashford Lakes near Ringwood and 
further afield & Black Redstart are wintering around Fawley Power Station! 

Lastly would you like a winter warming walk to look at some of the wildlife around Bransgore. I will lead a 
FREE walk on Tuesday 23rd December. Meet outside the Three Tuns at 10.30am. The walk will be for 
about 1 hour. 

If you would like to see what other wildlife walks we are running please do look at our website at 
www.projectfred.co.uk    Simon Curson, St. Ives, Poplar Lane. 
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Winter wildlife in and around Bransgore   

Bransgore Evening Townswomenõs Guild is still alive and kicking and I apologise for there being no reports ear-
lier this year.  

In March we were able to give a cheque for £500 to the First Response Team to help support this very important 
group. This year we are supporting The Sheiling School in Ringwood and Sue Smith from the school came and 
gave a talk and we in turn visited the school in July and October which was brilliant.  Other talks have included 
Lt Col Torrent (Rtd) demonstrating a selection of wind instruments and a slide show on the Jurassic Coast. 

Our final meeting for the summer was a walk along the beach with a fish and chip supper ð unfortunately we 
were not lucky with the weather and finished up having our supper in the rain!!  

We ran a successful stall at the Fun day and our ôTeddy Bearõs Picnicõ in June was a great success.  

We started again in September with our first talk being on The New Forest. We meet on the 4th Monday of the 
month at 8.00p.m. at the Resource Centre and new members are always welcome. If you are interested in joining 
us please contact Melissa on 674065. 

I would like to wish all our members a very happy Christmas and very best wishes for 2009.  

Gill Green Secretary 

Listings:  December 15th Ringwood Church Handball Ringers     

  January 26th   Aloe Vera    Sarah Kirby 

  February 23rd Downing Street    Christine Ames  

  March 23rd  AGM  

Bransgore Townswomenôs Guild 

http://www.projectfred.co.uk/
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Heartstart  

In the 10 weeks since our formal launch in September, we have delivered the free 2 ïhour life support 
training to over 150 persons. When we set the scheme up we imagined that we would train that num-
ber of people in 12 months. 

 

Apart from the Young Fire-fighters at Ringwood, we have trained 75 pupils at The Grange School in 
Somerford. The school asked for our help to train pupils as part of their BTech in Sports Science and 
we have already been invited back for 2009. We have also trained about 30 of our local scouts. Giving 
these young people the Simple Skills to Save Lives is immensely rewarding and they are the respon-
sible and caring adults of tomorrow. But it is not all about young people. We have run 2 sessions for 
our local community and after the Christmas break we intend to try and run at least one session a 
month in the village, usually on a Saturday morning, or if there are enough people, or a group or club 
who want to do it on a weekday evening then we will arrange something special for them. 

The training will be in one 2 hour session usually with about 12 persons per session and trainees will 
receive a certificate of attendance. Anyone over the age of 10 can be trained. And best of all is that 
this training is provided absolutely FREE! These are Simple Skills That Save Lives. Anyone can do 
them and you will be in a position to help keep someone alive until the arrival of the ambulance pro-
fessionals. We do hope those attending will feel able to help by making a donation to assist in cover-
ing costs but there is genuinely no obligation to do so. 

 

We are indebted to Bransgore & District Rotary Club and Bransgore Parish Council who have made 
donations to the group which will help us pay for the equipment we use and the literature which we 
give to all our attendees. It helps us provide the training to whoever wants it ï at no charge. We are 
also grateful for the support we receive from 6th Christchurch (Bransgore) Scout Group with whom we 
have an arrangement for the use of the Scout HQ for training purposes.  What a very supportive com-
munity we live in! 

For more information or to arrange a course for you, your group or even your workforce please con-
tact the scheme co-ordinator Mike Jukes on 01425 659899. Simply leave your name and a contact 
number and we will get back to you.   

 

If you wish to make a donation, or are interested in becoming a Heartstart instructor please call us on 
the same number  

 

Heartstart Bransgore ï New Forest is affiliated to Heartstart UK and initiative of the British Heart 
Foundation to teach members of the public what to do in life threatening emergencies. 
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"ÒÁÎÓÇÏÒÅ  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ !ÒÔ #ÌÕÂ 

Our membership continues to thrive.  A monthly meeting is held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Scout Hall, Burnt House Lane, at 7.00pm.  We enjoy talks, demonstrations, in-
house workshops, monthly walks followed by a pub lunch, swimming on Mondays, and a sum-
mer beach BBQ. 

Itõs not always jam and cakes.  We had many entries in the New Forest Show demonstrating the 
wealth of talent amongst our ladies.  Several members attended the Autumn Council Meeting in 
October - a fun and interesting event for all. We also have a drama group who put on plays and 
poetry readings. 

 

Keep Britain Tidy has teamed up with the WI to launch Englandõs òBig Tidy Upó campaign, the 
countryõs biggest ever litter tidy up.  Sopley WI agreed to take part in the campaign and, after 
consulting the Parish Council, sent out a team of volunteers recently and collected 20 bags of 

rubbish from the lay -bys and roadside at Avon Bends, the Avon Causeway triangle at Court 
Farm and Shirley Wood.   

 

A warm welcome is waiting for anyone who would like to come along and join us. If 
you would like further details, please call Sue Phillips, President, on 01425 674487. 

Sopley W.I. 
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Bransgore Flower Club 

 

Bransgore Flower Club had great success this year at the New Forest Show.  Carole Norman 
was awarded First Prize for her stunning entry which was also chosen for Best in Show.  Margo 
Crouch, Pauline Temple and Marcia Neil also had a beautiful entry achieving third place in the 
Club class. 

 

We have recently received some very exciting news.  Bransgore Flower Club has been chosen to 
participate in the NAFAS 50 th Anniversary celebrations at Westminster Abbey next May.   
Carole Norman and Margo Crouch will be representing the Club and have been asked to com-
plete 10 different designs which will be displayed in the Abbey.  This is a great honour for them 
and for the Club to be chosen from many other clubs in the area. 

 

With the approach of Christmas we have an in -house demonstration  on 11 December with 
ideas for making festive arrangements in the home, followed by a Christmas tea. 

 

The Club has also been running a successful in-house flower arranging course for beginners un-
der the guidance of Carole Norman, our newly qualified demonstrator - another great success 
for Carole. 

Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month and take place in the Thorney Hill 
Community Hall, Burley Road, at 2.00pm.  A warm welcome is extended to anyone who would 
like to come along either as a guest or as a new member.   

For further information, please contact Carol Reed (Chairman) on 01202 470139 or Doreen 
Stubley (Secretary) on 01202 476611. 

Dates for your diary  

December 11  - In-house Christmas demonstration 

January 22  -  Demonstration by Marian Catt  

February 26  - Workshop  

 

Carol E Reed, Chairman 


